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July 22, 2016

Department of Veteran Affairs

Attn: Glenn Elliott

Office of Construction and Facilities Management
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Mr. Elliott

We received your information request for the availability of new information regarding the
Draft Site-Specific Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the proposed new Puerto Rico
National Cemetery Annex in Morovis, Puerto Rico, as required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which would assist the Veterans Administration (VA)
in the evaluation of the project.

The project site in Morovis is located within the karst region of Puerto Rico. The
Legislature of Puerto Rico, in recognition of the importance of the karst region and its
values and functions, enacted on August 21, 1999 Act No. 292, known as the “Act for the
Protection and Preservation of Puerto Rico’s Karst Region.”" Through this Act the
Legislature established that the Public Policy of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is to
protect, preserve and manage, for the benefit of present and future generations, the karst
region of Puerto Rico. The Act instructs the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and
Environmental Resources (DNER) to delimit the Karst Region of Puerto Rico and to
establish areas within this region that, due to their environmental significance, can never
be used for any commercial purposes. This Act also prohibits any activity within the Karst
Region without the express authorization of the DNER.

In October 18, 2002 a group of citizens filed in the Court of First Instance of San Juan a
Writ of Mandamus against the DNER, the Puerto Rico Planning Board and the Regulation
and Permits Administration arguing that these government agencies had not fulfilled the
Legislative mandate of Act No. 292. After a lengthy judicial process, on January 30, 2009
the Court ruled that the Planning Board has to include in its Zoning Regulations the Karst
Region Study prepared by the DNER as required by Act No. 292. This ruling was modified
during the appeals process, when the Court of Appeals ruled on August 25, 2009 that the
Planning Board and the Regulation and Permits Administration must abstain from
authorizing any project or issuing any permit within the karst region without previous
authorization by the DNER, as required by Act. No. 292.

1 Act No. 292 is available online at http://www.oslpr.org/download/en/1999/0292.pdf
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As stated before, any project within the karst region of Puerto Rico requires previous
authorization by the DNER. Without this authorization, the Planning Board cannot
authorize a project within this region, as required by Act No. 292 and determined by the
Court of Appeals.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require additional information.

Cordiall urs,
ot /

/Pedro M. Cardona-Rpoi
Acting Chairman
Puerto Rico Planning Board

Cc.  Mr. Nelson J. Santiago Marrero, Secretary, DNER
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http://www2.pr.gov/oech/oech/Documents/ActualizacionDatosMunicipales/DocumentosComunes/Introducci%C3%B3n%20al%20Registro%20Nacional.pdf
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